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November 8, 2021
Members Present: Janice Cleveland, Jaime Creasy, Christa Harris, Jenny Herlong, Gail Jackson, Phyllis Lott, Betsy Painter, Jennifer Satterwhite, Moronda Talley, Heather Trotter, Stephanie Wallace, Amy Wilhelm, and Renee Williams
Members Absent: Carla Dorn, Cynthia Howard, and Blair Massey, 
The Annual meeting of the Edgefield County First Steps Partnership Board was held 
on November 8, 2021. Board Chair Betsy Painter called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. in the Edgefield County Chamber of Commerce. Since our last several Board meetings have been by conference call, Betsy asked the members to introduce themselves. 

The first item on the agenda was to elect new Board members. Prior to the elections, Candi informed the Board that Aramis Hillary has resigned from the Board as of today’s date. Two nominations had been submitted prior to the meeting – Gail Jackson in the faith category, and Christa Harris in the childcare category. After a motion by Heather, and a second by Renee, the new Board members were elected.
Next on the agenda was to elect new Board officers and the floor was opened for nominations. Amy nominated Betsy Painter as Chair, and there was a second from Janice. There were no additional nominations for Chair. Moronda nominated Renee Williams as Vice-Chair, and Jennifer seconded this motion. There were no additional nominations for Vice-Chair. Amy nominated Jenny Herlong as Secretary, and Renee seconded the motion. There were no additional nominations for Secretary. All motions to approve the proposed slate of officers were approved. Betsy Painter assumed the role of Chair for the remainder of the meeting.
Next, the Board members were assigned into one of the three Board committees. The Personnel/Administration Committee will include Blair Massey, Amy Wilhelm, Carla Dorn, Janice Cleveland, Stephanie Wallace, and Gail Jackson. The Finance/Renewal Committee will include Heather Trotter, Moronda Talley, Betsy Painter, and Cynthia Howard. The Outreach/Community Relations Committee will include Jenny Herlong, Renee Williams, Jennifer Satterwhite, Phyllis Lott, Jamie Creasy, and Christa Harris.
Candi had sent the minutes from the October 25, 2021, meeting to members prior to the meeting for their review. After a motion from Janice and a second from Stephanie, the minutes were approved. 
Betsy asked everyone to look at the Executive Director’s report for the month of October (see attached). Candi expanded on a couple of items. We have not yet heard if our ESSER III grant applications were approved. Even though we don’t know if we will have the ESSER funds for the Nurturing Parenting expansion, Candi informed the Board that we did go ahead and begin a series of classes located onsite at the Head Start/Early Head Start center in Trenton. We have 5 parents who have signed up for this first series of classes. If we don’t get the ESSER funding, this class series will be funded by the Dominion Energy grant we received for this program. Candi also talked about the computer-based reporting system for the Environment Rating Scales. There were two options with the tablet-based one being almost $4,000 yearly. Candi stated that she felt that this was just too much money, but she did purchase a version where she can manually enter the scores on the desktop version and would get the computer-generated reports, which is what she was most interested in anyway. This version costs $1,000 per year and this year the cost was covered through the PDG grant that we received from the state office. There were no additional questions or comments.

Candi has sent a copy of our Annual Report for FY 21 in the email. There is one small correction that still needs to be done, but it is in the template that was given to us, and it will have to be corrected by the State office. Candi is waiting for this correction to be made, and then the Annual Report will be finalized.

In other business, Candi also told the Board that she would set up the First Steps display at the upcoming Edgefield County market this Saturday and give books to kids. If anyone wants to help, she will be there from 9:00 until about 1:00. 

Candi has hired Lowcountry Websites and Consultation to build our website. This vendor has done websites for 5 other county partnerships and will start on ours in the next few weeks. Candi is hoping it will be ready in January 2022. The price was $550 and includes website design and template, training to maintain website, and customizations.
Candi reminded everyone that we will participate in the Edgefield Christmas parade on December 5, 2021. We will walk and be pulling wagons. We will give out books along the parade route. Candi has already received 500 copies of The Littlest Reindeer and has ordered 3 boxes of Llama Llama: Secret Santa Surprise (468 copies) – they have not shipped yet but hopefully they will arrive for the Christmas parade. We will need Board members to walk with us – we can also have families with small children. Candi has extra First Steps shirts we can give out. Candi will send out more details as time gets closer.
Lastly, Candi gave the Board information about the StoryWalk project. She went to the Newberry First Steps office last week to learn about the see the two StoryWalks that they have on display. One is on Main Street and the story pages are in the windows of the stores downtown. The other is along the walking track at a local park. This one uses wooden stands that have been permanently placed along the track. Both StoryWalks have been very well received and Candi wants the Board to start thinking about us trying replicate this in Edgefield. There was discussion about locations, and the Town of Johnston (in the store windows down Calhoun Street) and the walking track at Bettis Academy were mentioned. Candi also found some online examples of doing a StoryWalk in a playground where the story pages were attached to a fence. Candi and Stephanie will talk with school district administration to see if this is something we can try at Merriwether Elementary School in December as our first StoryWalk. Candi will start looking for a good holiday or winter book we might can use.
The next scheduled meeting will be January 10, 2022. There being no further business, after a motion by Amy and a second from Betsy, the meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Candi Lalonde, Executive Director
